
Cos -u.(9 OcrournM., 1901.] Kurrwwang Sadicate. 1417

his employees in the character of Tomn
Finch. He absolutely denied the asser-
tions of the member for the Murray
relative to the operation of the Factories
Act in Victoria. Farther, be objected to
any member of this House continually
holding himself up as a pattern. It
would be better for the people of the
Murray if they got a, little more represen-
tation here, and the Black Swan Foundry
a little less.

Mia. W. J. GEORGE: The hon.
member had the impudence -

THE PREMIER: Was this in order?
Mat. GEORGE: It was to be hoped he

would be within the Standing Orders in
saying that the bon. member had had the
assurance to offer gratuitous advice to
the Murray constituency. ThQ best
answer he could return was to refer the
hon. member to the figures at the last
general election. The electors of the
Murray were satisfied that their interests.
were safe in his hands.

Tan FnxxiRn-: The question was as to

Tt.GEORGE. He was replying, as
he had a. perfect right to do, to a member
who had attempted to dictate to the
people of the Murray. He might refer
to another matter, but to appreciate that
some intelligence was required, and the
member for Suhiaco (Mr. Daglish) could
certainly not be accused of the possession
of a surplus of intelligence. The question
of the granddaughter might neb put;
but his attention had just been drawn to
the fact that there was not a quorum.

[Bells rung; quorum not formed.]

con NT-OUT-ADJOURNMENT.
Tan SPEknER, finding there was not a

quorum present, adjourned the House at
11-46 o'clock until the next day.

Lcgislatibe Ctouncft,
Wednesday, .9th October, 1901.

Question: Fisheries Inspection, Islands - Motion;
Kuran Syndicate, to stop farther Onnasslons
(negatived) Leae oa Absence-Summary Ju

cttion (mrried Women) Amendment BiLl, third
redin-LandrAt aendw"t SiL, inL Committee

reuerepotdEcs T il (1.100), seond
reading, in Committee-Assent to a MWil-Adjourn-
ment.

THE PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4-30 o'clock, p.m.

PAYRzS.

QUESTION-FISHERIES INSPECTION,
ISLANDS.

HON. G. BELLINGHAM (South)
askedl the Minister for Lands: 1, If it is
the duty of the Inspector of Fisheries to
visit the islands off Fremantle, in connec-
tion with the supervision of fishermen and
the interests of the department. 2, If so,
if a thoroughly fast and seaworthy boat
is provided by the department. 3, What
are the dim ensions of the boat at present
provided for the Inspector. t, If a
request has been made for a s teamn launch
for outside work. 5, If so, why has one
not been provided.

THE: MINISTER FOR LANDS re-
plied. -i, Yes. 2, No-. 3. Open boat, l7ft.
over all, 6ft. beam. .4, Yes. 5, £700 has
been provided on this year's Estimates
for the purpose.

MOTION - KURRA.WARG SYNDICATE,
FARTHER CONCESSIONS.

HoN. G. BELLINGHAM (South)
moved:-

That, as the Kurrawang Syndicate is con-
cerned in the charges made against the General
Manager of Railways, it is essential that no
farther concessions be granted to the syndicate
until Parliament has had an opportunity of
considering the report upon such charges
against the Obueral Manager.
He said: Within the last three weeks a
deputation representing the Eurrawang
Wood Syndicate waited on the Minister
for Lands, asking for a concession to go
through certain reserves that had been
declared for the purpose of protecting the
firewood on the lines at Mt. Burges,
Kunanalling, and other districts. The
Kurrawang people asked the right to
go through these reserves and cut timber
on the Crown lands beyond. Another

count-out.
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deputation consisting of woodcutters and
small contractors also waited on the
Minister for Lands, and pointed out that
under the present conditions they were
not allowed any right of laying down
lines for the purpose of getting fuel.
The only right they had was to get sidings
from the Government, for which they
have to pay from £300 up to £700 or
£800, and they have to cart all their
timber in by teams and. carts to those
sidings and then send their fuel over the
Government lines. Those sidings extend
from just this side of Kalgoorlie to 60 or
70 miles down the line, and the freight
which is paid by these smaller contrac-
tors and smaller men is a very large
consideration to the Government whereas
the Kurrawang Syndicate only' pay
freight for about 12 miles over the Gov-
ernment lines, and if this concession be
granted to the Kurrawaug Syndicate
there will be practically a private wood
line running iu opposition to the already
constructed Government line, and the
Government. through that will lose a very
large amiount of trade. The line between
Kalgoorlie and Coolgardie has been
duplicated at a. very large expense to the
Government, and the purpose of that
duplication was the carriage of fuel and
the carriage of water for the supply of
the inies at Kalgoorlie. The consump-
tion of fuel on these mines is something
very large, and can be adequately supplied
by the smaller men who have simply the
sidings, and at the present price of fuel
supplied by the Kurrawang Syndicate.
The report of the board of inquiry which
has been appointed during the last week
to inquire into the charges against Mr.
John Davies will be in the hands of
Parliament I suppose with in the next
couple of months, or something like that,
and, as a good many of those charges are
the outcome of the Kurrawang Syndicate,
it is only reasonable to ask that no
farther concession shall be granted to the
syndicate until that report is laid on the
table of the Rouse.

TARg MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
C. Sommers): I hope this motion will
not be carried. I do -not wish to appear
here as an advocate for the Kurrawang
Company, but it appears to me that
whatever the Kurrawang Company miay
have done in the past, or whatever undue
privileges they may have enjoyed, would

not affect the present Administration in
any way. The Kurrawang Syndicate have
approached the Government, not asking
for a. concession, but with a certain busi-
ness proposal.

HoN. MI. 15. Moss -Who are the mem-
bers of the syndicate, do you know?

Hoiq. G. BELLINGHAM: That is not
known.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS: No:
I am not sure. I believe Messrs. Smith
and Timms are members. There are
four or ive members belonging to it; but
I am not sure of their names. The
syndicate hare made a certain business
proposal to the Government.

HON. J. M. SPEED: Can you not tell
us what is the proposition ?

THE. MINISTER FOR LANDS:- The
proposition is that the syndicate should
have the right to cross a certain reserve
which has been proclaimed by the Gov-
ernment for the protection of mines in
the vicinit 'y, and after crossing that
reserve to cut firewood in the forests
there and to bring it in to Kalgoorlie.

HoN. G. RANIDELL: Is that on the
Eastern line?

How. G. BELLINGHAM: It is north
of Coolgardie.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS:
north of Coolgardie. The syndicate pro-
pose to pay the Government any reason-
able charge for the use of rolling-stock
en the line they wish to lay down, and
also to pay to the Lands Department any
reasonable royalty the department may
see fit to impose for the right to take
away this timbr It is not an exclusive
right, but a right that will be open to
everyone. The Government, being desirous
of hearing all sides on this question,
delayed in comning to any decision until
they heard the views of all interested.
A great many deputations have waited
upon nearly all the Ministers and
given their various views on the case;
and seeing there is a likelihool of the
supply of firewood close to the Govern-
ment lines being shortly cut out, there
are now certain regulations being prepared
whereby at an early date it is proposed
to throw open to an 'yone the right to
make these spur lines nder regulations
which will protect the public interests.
I think it wrong for hon. members to
endeavour to tie the Government in ay
business proposition they may be asked

to Stop Concessiom.
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to consider. With regard to the past
transactions with the Railway Depart-
ment, the Kurrawang Syndicate have
been served with a6 writ for, I think,
£Q3,000; and from this circumstance I
assume that is the oniy amount the
department claim from the Syndicate, end
the total amount due to the Government.
If that be paid, or if the ease be fought
out in the law courts, whichever party is
right will get its due; and that suit
should not in any way interfere with any
fresh proposal for laying down a new
railway line. The Government, believing
that iA the past the syndicate have had
privileges which others did not enjoy,
will naturally be careful to see that the
public interests are protected in any new
arrangements made. To carry this motion
now would, I think, prejudice the case of
Mr. John Davies, which will shortly be
heard by a board of inquiry. Now that
the Government have the views of all
those concerned, I think the matter might
well be left in the hands of Ministers,
and at this juncture I do not think the
House should interfere.

HoN. M. L. MOSS (West):; I rise to
support the motion. I cannot see how
the carrying of the motion will prejudice
Mr. John Davies, or what connection one
Subject has with the other. So far as Mr.
Davies is concerned, no person in the
community wishes more earnestly than I
that he should have the fullest and most
impartial trial it is possible to give him.
Suggestions are abroad as to the per-
80Ufl of the board appointed, and I hope
that if there be the slightest suggestion of
partiality, those constituting that board
may see fit not to act, or that the Gjoy-
verument will do what is necessary to
revoke any appointments about which
there is a breath of suspicion. At a
time when it is fashionable to vilify
the ex-General Manager of Railways, I
say it is all the more necessary that
members of Parliament should see that
nothing is done which will prevent his
getting an absolutel -y fair and impartial
trial. But while I hold this strong
opinion on that phase of the question, I
cannot see for the life of me what is the
connection between a fair trial and inves-
tigation of the charges against Mr.
Davies, and the motion proposed by Mr.
Bellingham. I support the motion
because I believe it is the policy of the

country-or it should in my opinion be
the policy of the country-that all the
railways should be in the hands of the
Government; that the public carrying
should be conducted by the Government;
and that the benefits to be derived from
the carriage of goods, particularly on the
goldfields where carrying is so profitable,
should accrue to the State. The Kurra-
wang Syndicate got a certain concession,
I believe for the cutting of firewood.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS: No; for
the carrying of it.

HoN. M. La. MOSS: Very well. The
syndicate, without the authority of Par-
liament, practically secured a: right to
make a railway. I may be wrong, but I
understand that right was acquired in
this way. Where laud is taken up under
certain regulations, the holders may
construct a tramway through it; but
this Kurrawang line is to all intents and
purposes a railway; for I understand it
is of the three feet six inch gauge ; that
the Government trucks are used, and
Government rails and Government
sleepers ; and whether Mr. John Davies
or the Minister in charge at the time was
responsible for what occurred, I do not
know and do not care; nor do I think it
has anything to do with this motion,
which, I take it, aims at preventing the
syndicate from getting any concessions
in connection with the carrying trade, of
which trade the Government railways
should undoubtedly have the benefit. If
it pay the Rurrawang Syndicate to
increase the length of their line and to
carry this firewood, it will pay the State
to do that.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS: Question.
HON. J. M. SPEED: Not this Govern-

ment. It would have paid the last
Government.

HoN. M. L. MOSS: Is the Kurra-

w Sn Sndicatercarrying firewood out of
motve of charity to the industries on

the goldfieldsP As a matter of fact, it is
a pure businegs speculation; and if Mr.
Smith and the other persons who form
the syndicate are men of business, able
to drive the bargain which undoubtedly
was driven with the Government or the
Government officers at one time, they are
not such stupids as the Minister would
like to make us believe. They are men
capable of driving a bargain calculated to
put money in their pockets.



1420 Kurrowang Syndicate: [COUNCIL.] to Stop Ooncesons.

TEu MINISTER FOR LANDS: I did not
suggest anything to the contrary.

HoN. M. L~. MOSS: What did you
suggest when you said " question"?P

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS: The ques-
tion about the profit on carrying timber.

H~oN. M. L. MOSS: I say, the mem-
bers of the syndicate see well before them
prior to asking for additional concessions.
This concession is going to be productive,
and will put money in the pockets of the
Syndicate. The Minister has told us the
concession is to enable the syndicate to
get the benefit of a larger area of timber-
producing country for the purpose of
supplying the mines on the fields. My
opinion, which I intend to express most
emphatically hero, and for not expressing
which I and other members would be
brought to task by our constituents, is
that if this large carrying trade will pay
a private company, the Government should
have the benefit of it. I do not know
that the carrying trade, so far as the
goldfields are concerned, has been unprofit-
able to the Government. I believe the
bulk of the railwvay profits is due to the
fact that we have a large consuming
population on the fields, and that every-
thing required for the maintenance of the
popullation is bound to be carried on the
railways; and it seems to me tha by
granting additional concessions to the
company, we shall throw away a profitable
part of our business and give it to a private
syndicate. Such a policy is altogether
opposed to the idea of a very large majority
of the people of this country, who believe
that the whole of the railways should, as
far as possible, be under Government
control. We know that our friends who
represent the districts round about
Geraldton are continually aking for
papers with reference to the Midland
Railway Company. We hear from time
to time in this House loud condemna-
tions; of that company, which is inflicting
great injury on the country. And the
Kurrawang Syndicate are, perhaps in a
smaller degree a perpetuation of what
has been condemned right and left. Mr.
Bellinghami is to be commended for
having brought up this motion; and if
we can do anything, even at this juncture,
which will prevent further conicessions
being granted to the syndicate, I think
we are in duty bound to do it. IfI could
see for one moment that the carrying of

this motion would do any injury at all to
Mr. John Davies, I shouild be the first to
say it is not to pass so far as my vote is
concerned. But the Minister has given
no reasons for coming to that conclusion ;
and I cannot see the connection between
one point and the other. Mr. Davies's
connection with the Kurrawang Syndicate
will form one of the subjects of inquiry ;
and what connection can that have with
what may be done now, long after his
suspension ? I think it is idle to Say
this motion will prejudice Mr. Davies.
It will do nothing of the kind. I think
a very serious wrong will be done if we
grant additional concessions to a syndi-
cate, the transactions of which are
shrouded in a good deal of mystery, and
have been so severely condemned by all
gentlemen who represent the district
wherein the concession was granted which
formed the subject of such loud protests
throughout the country.

HoN. D. M. McKAY (North): I shall

support the motion, because I think it
essential that the report of the board of
inquiry should be seen before any farther
action is taken.

Box. J. M. SPEED (Metropolitan-
Suburban): I shall support this motion,
chiefly because in another place the
Ministers themselves have thrown a great
deal of doubt upon the transactions of
the Railway Department with the Kurra-
wang Syndicate. A speech was made
there condemning Mr. John Davies;
these very transactions form one of the
strongest accounts in the indictment on
which Mr. Davies was suspended; and it
seems most peculiar that the same Govern-
ment which condemned Mr. John Davies,
and, incidentally, condemned the Kurra-
wainy Syndicate, should now come to us
and say they are going to give the syndi-
cate a farther concession.

How. A. G. JENKINS (North-East):
I cannot support the motion as it stands.
I think this matter may safely be
left. to the Government. The Govern-
ment should know the past and present
transactions of the syndicate; and the
great point the goldfields members especi-
ally have to consider, is as to the proba-
bility of the firewood supply being cut
off, and the mines at Kalgoorlie p laced
in temporary difficulties. [HoN. J. M.
SPEED : Question.] That is a matter on
which strong representations have been
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made to the Minister from both sides
interested; and I think the Minister and
the Government are best able to weigh
the various arguments brought before
them, and to decide which is right. But
I, at all events, will not be a party to

psing a mon wh ihat the prent
tim Bmo' w'woulId in any 'way hamper the gld-
ming industry, and throw agood mny

people out of employment.
RON. J. M. SPEED: Then let the

Government give some reasons. We have
heard nothing from them.

How. 3. D). CONNOLLY (North-
East): I have a certain amount of
sympathy with the motion, and think
Mr. Bellinghamn deserves some credit for
bringing the matter forward ; but at the
same time I feel with my colleague, Mr.
Jenkins, that the first consideration in
the province we represent is to see that
the frewood supply of the mines be not
endangered. T think, as this matter has
already been so well threshed out, and as
the present Government know how the
syndicate got unfair concessions in the
past, we can safely leave the matter
in the hands of Ministers. The Minister
for Lands knows the facts of the case,
and I think it would be rather injudicious
to tie the Government, or seek to tie
the Government, as is proposed in this
motion. Hon. members are 'well aware
of the great hardship it would be, not
only to the mining belt atKalgoorlie, but
to the State as a whole, if anything should
happen to compel the mines to cease work
either in whole or in part, thus throwing
a great number of men out of employ-
ment.

HoN. J. M. SPEED: There is no fear
of that.

HON. J. D). CONNOLLY; I venture
to express the opinion that there is
some fear of it. I certainly agree with
the remarks that have fallen from the
Hon. Mr. Moss. If the Kurrawang trade
can be done by the Government railways,
then it moat certainly should be done,
but I think that in the wording of this
motion some mistake has crept in, in this
way, that no farther concession should be
grated. I do not know that the Kurra-

wag Sy;ndicate are asking for any farther
concession; they are asking to extend
their lines, certainly, but I do not know
whether that can be classed as a conces-
sion or not.

HOW. G. BELLINGHAM: They want to
go through a reserve; that is a conces-
Sion.

How. J. D. CONNOLLiY: I do not
know whether you would call it a con-
cession. At any rate, the Minister for
Lands is fully seized of the facts, and I
think we may safely leave the matter in
the hands of the Government. If this
wood can be secured along the Govern-
ment line, I trust the Government will
give those people every assistance to
supply the wood. On the other hand, I
say that if the wood cannot be supplied
at the same cost as now to the mines, a
farther extension or something of the
kind should be granted to the Kurra-
Wang company, or any other firewood
Company, because at all hazards we must
keep the mines fully supplied.

HoN. T. F. 0. BRIMAGE (South):; I
regret exceedingly that I cannot support
the motion of the Hon. G. Bellingham,
and it is for this reason, that not long
ago -at least last session-I moved a
motion in this House for the right to run
a timber concession south of Coolgardie
from the Government railway. At the
present time the difficulty of obtaining
timber for the mines in Kalgoorlie and
Coolgardie is even greater than it was
last year. Of course it must be so, and
if we stop the Kurrawang syndicate at
the present time we shall have to throw
something like 1,100 men out of employ-
ment. A short time ago a deputation camne
from Coolgardie, to favour the preven-
tion of farther concessions being granted
to the Kurrawang company, and one
of the prominent members of that deputa-
tion was asked if they could, supply the
mines at Kalgoorlie at the present time.
He answered that they could not. The
timber difficulty in Kalgoorlie is very
very great indeed, and I can only impress
upon this House at the present time that,
if the Kurrawang company is not granted
this concession to supply timber to the
mines, there is a very* great fear-in fact
there is a very great possibility-that the
mines will not be supplied with timber,
and some of them will have to shut down.
As you are all aware, I am a member of
the South Province, in which Coolgardie
is situated, and I have all along suggested
and proposed that lines should be run
from Coolgardie to the southern dis-
tricts, to that particular town.
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How. Mt. L. Moss: To Esperance, I
suppose.

HoN. T. F. 0. BRIMAGE: We shall
get Esperance without Fremantle's assist-
ance. If Fremantle has the same treat-
ment as Espemanee, Fremantle will be
like some place where there axe only
about two or three hundred people. I
have suggested all along that timber lines
should bes run south of Coolgardie for the

9 urpose of obtaining timber not only for
oolgardie but for the Kalgoorlie mines,

and to-day the mine managers in the
vicinity of Kalgoorlie and Coolgardie are
in great fear that they will not be
supplied with timber for working their
mines. I made very deep inquiries when
I was in Coolgardie last week with
regard to timber country around Cool-
gardie, and I found that the concession
asked for by the Kurrawang company is
17 wiles due north of Coolgardie. If
any attempt were made to take the tim-
ber from the neighbourhood of Cool-
gardie, or any mines working in that
vicinity, I would strenuously oppose such
attempt, because I think that where
mines are working every opportunity
should be given to these companies to
retain the timber concessions in the
vicinity of the mines tbat are working.
In this case it is not so. The timber
that is proposed to be tapped by the
Kurrawang company' is quite 17 miles
from Coolgardie, and is not in the
vicinity of any mines that are worked.

HON. M. L2. Moss: Why cannot the
Government do it? Why do you want
the Kurrawang syndicate to do it?

How. T. F. 0. BRIMAGE: If the
Government would propose to run a
timber line, I would support that pro-
posal, but I have made inquiries and find
that the Government cannot give that
assurance. Consequently, sooner than I
would see something like 8,000 or 4,000
men thrown out of employment--

HoN. G. BELLINGHAM: There is no
chance of that.

How. T. F. 0. BRIMAGE: I intend
to support the motion at present moved.
What on earth has the Kurrawang com-
pany to do with Mr. John Davies ? Are
we not anticipating the John Davies
inquiry? I think we. are. I do not
think we have any right to inquire into
that matter until the board appointed to
inquire into the actions of the Traffic

Manager of Railways has done so. I
therefore think that the motion is most
inopportune now, and I cannot help
opposing it to-day, because I feel that if
the motion be carried it will be a direct
cenisure on the present Government, who
have looked very carefually into this
matter. I know from the civil servants
on the goldfields who have spoken to me
on the matter that the Government have
been very careful in their inquiries as to
whether the mines can carry on without
the Kurrawang at the present time. I fear
that if the Kui-rawang company is shut
up there will certainly be a great number
of men thrown out of employment, and
some mines will not be able to proceed in
their work. I regret, as representing the
Southern Province, in which this has
taken place, that I cannot support the
motion, because I know that my constitu-
ents will think I ought to do so. Still, I
know, having conversed with the direct
representatives in another place, members
of the Legislative Assembly, that if this
motion be carried, very grave results will
accrue in the mining districts.

HoN. J. M. SPEED: How do you know?
BON. T. F. 0. HUIMAGE: How do I

know? You have only to see the statis-
tics produced on the occasion when the
deputation waited on the Minister re-
cently with regard to the Kurrawaug
syndicate. They will show that the

pepl cannot possibly be supplied with
tibrwithout the syndicate at the

present time.
How. J. It. SPEED: What do the other

side say ?
How. T. F. 0. BRIMAGE: I told you

just now that one of the leading men of
the deputation on the other side said that
if the Kurrawang were shut down they
could not supply the timber, and on those
facts I am opposing the motion to-day.

How. J. Mt. SPEED: What is his name?
HON. T. F. 0. BRIMAGE: The hon.

member can look up the newspapers and
find his name. I intend to oppose the
motion, because I feel sure that if carried
it will be a direct. censure upon the Gov-
ernment, for one thing, and they are in a

poiinat the present time to know
wehrit is right or wrong to let the

company have that concession.
RON. S. 3. HAYNES (South-East):

When I first read the motion it seemed
to me a very reasonable and proper one,
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but on reconsideration I cannot see my
way clear to support it. Judging from
what I have seen in the papers, the Gov-
ernment seem to have had both the pros
and cons of the Kurrawang syndicate
placed before them. They have also had
numerous deputations. as is well known
to everybody, and I think they are the
very best judges at the present time of
how to delwith this company. Certainly,
unkrind things have been said of the com-
pany in the past, and have been referred
to in the public Press, the chief of which,
I think, is-and perhaps it is not blame-
worthy as far as they are concerned-that
they got a very good bargain. The Gov-
ernment have t6e whole of the particulars
in the office, and undoubtedly they will
look into. them very carefully. As I have
before stated, they have had deputations
representing the Kurrawang interests and
also other deputations representing the
other woodcutters in the neighbourhood.
Moreover, the requirements and the de-
mands of the mines have been placed
before the Government by people from
the district who ought to know their
wants, and also by representatives from
those districts. It is right and proper to
leave a business transaction like this in
the hands of the Government. It is for
the Government to consider whether they
will carry the wood themselves or not.
If they cannot do so, surely the next best
course is to enter into a transaction with
others. If they enter into a transaction
which may be condemned, they will be
responsible to Parliarment, and no doubt
after past experience, or any discovery or
anything that may come out in the John
Davies inquiry, the Government would
put themselves into a serious dilemama if
they entered into a transaction which
could not be supported by this House.

HOw. MW. L. Moss: They would not
ask the House to ratify it.

HOw. S. J. BJAYNES: I do not say
they would, but I say that if an agree-
ment were made by the Government
which would be condemned by any right
thinking person, the Government would
put themselves into the position of being
condemned by Parliament. I think that
in business transactions the Government
are the best judges of how to deal with
them. If many motions of this class
were brought forward in the House, the
Government of the country could not be

carried on. The Ministry of the day are
in office for the purpose, and those trans-
actions are open to the opinion of other
members of the House.

HOY. J. MW. SPEED: When they are
finished.

HON. G. RANDELL (Metropolitan):
I think all members will admit that this
is a very important motion, inasmuch as
it deals with the supply of firewood to
the important mines at the Boulder.
Hon. members like myself will try to
have all the information it is possible to
get on this question. We have seen
reports in the newspapers of the depluta-
tions which waited upon various Ministers,
and whether those reports are full and.
give us a concise statement of the exact
position, I am not able to say. We have
one gentleman representing the goldfields
moving a motion, and three others also
representing those constituencies are
opposed -to it. I take it the only desire
of members is that the best thing in the
interests of the State shall be dlone.
Without going so far as to express an.
opinion, which I am not in a position to
do, as to which side is right in its con-
tenition, I think we might reasonably
ask that the Government shall take us
into their confidence a little bit on the
question, as to what is proposed to be
done, and how they view the repre-
sentations which have been made to
them. We all know of course the
condemnation which has been expressed
on every hand almost of the conces-
sion which was given to the Kurra-
wang syndicate some considerable time
ago, and we find them now coming and
asking the new Government to give them
a farther concession, It is a serious
matter, for the company wishes to go
upon reserves against the express desire
and wish of a large numnber of people
round about Cool gardie and going down
towards Boorabbin. Representations
have been made that there is a danger
that mines ina the vicinity will be deprived
of the fuel which is naturally theirs
because of its situation, and that it will be
taken from the mines at Kalgoorlie. If
the Minister is able to assure us that the
Governmen~t are taking this matter into
serious consideration, and that they will
be guided, as I am sure they desire to
be, by a regard for the country's best
interests, and not by any desire to favour
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the working men who formed one of the
deputations, or on the other hand to
favour the syndicate, then the matter
may be left to the Government. But I
hope the Government will deal with this
question with a view to the importance
of the interests concerned. In contra-
diction to Mr. Drimage's statement, we
bear that the firewood cutters to the
south or the west, I do not know which
-- [How. G. BELLINGHAM: Along the
line]-are fully able to supply, and more
than supply, the requirements of the
mines in the Kalgoorlie district, and also
to accumulate stocks. If that be so, the
statement of Mr. Brimage is to some
extent discounted. I quite agree with
Mr. Moss's remark that in dealing with
this qusin, the case of Mr. John Davies
Will no bepeudiced in any respect. I
do not think that is the object Mr.
Bellingham had in moving his motion.
I take it his motion has sprung from a
desire to promote the interests of the
people concerned. I quite concur in
what Mr. Moss has said. If I thought
for one moment it would prejudice the
case against Mr. Davies, I should not be
a party to passing this motion; but I do
not see that it can. I think it is the
desire of every member that Mr. Davies
should have a fair and impartial trial.

Regarding the geueral question, I also
faorthe opinion that the Government

should control all railways in this
country. That is, I think, the almost
universal desire, not only of members
of this House, but of the country
generally; and when we allow such
syndicates to enter upon these railway
enterprises, we are to a certain extent
doing injury to the public interests, and
to some extent, at any rate, depriving the
Railway Department of the full earnings
they would otherwise secure. If, as is
asserted, the woodcutters are able to
supply and more than supply the mines,
there does not seem to be any reason for
haste in this matter; and though I should
be indisposed to hamper the Government
while they are the Government, I think
they must be allowed to exercise discretion,
and that in such matters as this we must
trust to their honesty of purpose. At the
same time, I think it very desirable that
in this case, upon which so muc.h has been
said on one side and the other, and in
which such serious charges have been

made, the Government should let the
Legislature know as soon as possible in
what direction they intend to move. To
do so would allay a good deal of unrest,
perhaps dissipate some prejudices which
have been formed, and be, on the whole,
most acceptable and beneficial to the
country. Of these matters I am not able
to speak from local knowledge. Of course
we should all deplore anything which
would prevent the mines from continuing
in full operation. At the same time, I
think the Minister has not given sufficient
reasons to satisfy hon. members not
personally acquainted with the subject,
with the locality, and with the truth of
the statement that there is an, absolute
need for the syndicate continuing their
operations. I do not think any of us
care for one moment about the expenditure
already incurred by the syndicate. They
must have incurred it with their eyes
open; they were limited in their operations
to a certain district; and if they are
trading upon the idea that, having, in
vulgar phrase, got in the thin end of the
wedge, they can drive it home by getting
farther concessions, T1 think they ought to
be undeceived. I hope, whatever may be
the result of the hon. member's motion-
and I think he is quite right in moving
it considering the great interests involved
-that the Government will remember
that public opinion has been formed upon
this question, and will keep in view the
desirableness of acting in equity to all
concerned, and at the same time in the
best interests of the mines.

How. G. BELLINGHAM (in reply):
if I thought for one moment that this
motion would have a tendency to stop
any of the mines on the Kalgoorlie belt,
I certainly should not have brought it
forward; but I am so satisfied that the
present arrangements with the small con-
tractors and the timber-cutters along the
line can keep the mines going, that there
is no need to consider that question. The
last deputation which waited on the
Minister for Lands-the deputation of
the men who are working there with
their teams, and who are prepared to cut
wood and carry it for the benefit of the
Government railways and of the coun-
try-they, as the Minister knows, offered
to deposit X10,000 in cash as a security
that they would keep six weeks ahead
with a supply of fuel for the mines. As
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to what Mr. Brixnage says, that if this
motion be carried there will be a likeli-
hood of the mines shutting down and
2,000 men being thrown out of employ-
ment, I say that is absolutely absurd;
and I am surprised at the hon. member's
having been hoodwinked by* members of
the Kurrawang Syndicate into making
such a statement. When the deputation
waited on the Minister, one of the
directors of the company said that with-
in one week the Kalgoorlie mines would
shut down. That was three weeks ago,
and the Kalgoor-lie mines are still at
work, and they are likely to be at work
long after the Kurrawang Company ceases
to exist. The supply of firewood on the
fields id quite sufficient without the Rur-
rawang Company. Some members of the
deputation said that at the present time
they could not get rid of the fuel they
had to offer to the mines: the mines
were overloaded, and absolutely refused
to take fuel. Then I think it is absurd
to say these mines are likely to be shut
dlown through the want of fuel; and it is
caly the Kurrawang Company trying to
hoodwink bion, members and the public.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
0. Sommers) : I regret that I did not
make myself clear, so that the House
could understand me on this very trouble-
some question. Were the Government
to allow this motion to be carried, it
would probably get them out of a very
awkward fix, by determining a question
which has given to every member of the
Ministry a great deal of anxiety. The
Government cannot be accused of having
approached this matter with any great
haste. When the first deputation waited
on me as Minister for Lands, I distinctly
asked that it be made known that before
coming to any- conclusion I desired that
time should be given for all sides to be
heard.

HoN. G. RANDELL: Are you sending
up an officer?

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS: I
will come to that. I represent the North-
East Province, in which Kalgoorlie and
Boulder are situated; and with my
brother members from that province, I
say that to run ay risks whatever by
tying the hands of the Government would
be unwise. As a representative of the
district I have a. special knowledge of the
subject, and I do not believe the House

would uphold the idea of haying down
Government railways for the purpose of
carrying firewood only. I do not think
such lines would pay. I think, seeing
the Government would be asked to put
down more costly lines than are laid by
private cornpanies, the extra cost would
more than counterbalance the possible
profit made from the carriage of fire-
wood. Moreover, the public would not
be content that, the line should be laid
down for the carriage of firewood only,
but would ask us to carry goods and
passengers also, which would involve an
expenditure of a very much larger amount
than would be necessary for firewood
only. Therefore it is clear that thou~gh
it might pay a syndicate to put dlown a
short line 10 or 20 miles long, knowing
that the line was required for only two
or three years, the syndicate could
more profitably handle the firewood traffic
than could the Government; and I do
not think this or any Ho-ise would for
one moment advocate the idea of laying
dlown Government railways for the pur-
pose of carrying firewood only. It is
only by allowing syndicates to put down
these short lines to isolated patches of
timber that such timber can be made
profitable. However, as I have already
told several deputations, the Government
are now preparing a scheme. I am
afraid I will have to repeat some of the
remarks I made earlier when I was inter-
rupted by the elements. I was about to
say that with the Hon. Mr. Connolly and
the Hon. Mr. Jenkins I have the honour
of representing the North-East Province,
in which the towns of Kalgoorlie and
Boulder are situated, and I claim to have
a special knowledge of the requirements
of these places, The Government have
been accused of undue haste in regard to
this matter. I may tell hon. members
that no decision has been come to in
reference to this application of the syndi-
cate for an extension of the line.

MEMBER: Who are the syndicate?
THg MINISTER FOR LANDS: I do

not know who they are. I believe they
consist of four or five persons, of whom
Mr. Smith is one.

HON. M. L. Moss: Surely the Govern-
ment know whom they are dealing with!

ROB. Rt. S. HXYNEs : Which Smith ?
How. G. BELLINGHAM: Teesdale

Smith.
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TanE MINISTER FOR LANDS: A
former Minister for Lands gave a permit
to lay down a line for the carriage of
firewood only-, and the Minister for Lands
at the time was justified in doing so,
because under the Lands Act and -under
the Mines Act permission can be given
to any person seeking to lay dowvn a
tramway for the purpose of bringing in
material for the mining interest. With
regard to the Lands Department, per-
mission has been given to various saw-
millers on the South-Western railway,
and no objection has been taken to run-
ning Government trucks on those lines,
except what has been taken here. I
am, not advocating the cause of the
Kurrawang syndicate, and from the
knowledge of the past and believing
that in the past the company have had
undue privileges given them in the
arrangements made, the present Govern-
ment will take every precaution to see
the public interest and public revenue
protected. Rightly or wrongly, advisedly
or inadvisedly, the company have had the
right to lay down a tramway for carrying
firewood. Certain reserves were made to
protect the mines in the vicinity. The
company do not ask that these reserves
shall he interfered with in any way, but
simply ask to have a tram to go into that
waste country.

lioN. GI. BIELLINOHAM: Three miles
away.

Tian MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
company want to go to waste country
where there are no mines, and where there
is no possibility of th is wood being carted
into any railway station On otu' Own lines.
The company employs something like 500
woodcutters, and each of these wood-
cutters is licensed by the Government at
a sum of 5s. per month, or £3 per annum,
or a total of Xl,500 per year for the
whole of them. The syndicate ask the
Government to charge the price they
consider right for the use of the rolling-
stock over their line, and they also state
they are willing to pay any reasonable
royalty the Lands Department would
like to impose for carrying that timber;
in addition to the license. These 500
men are employed there, and the Govern-
ment supply something like 100 trucks a
day. The advantage the Government
derive from this carriage is that, notwith-
standing that they haul the trucks a.

distance of only nine miles, that is from
the Kurrawang siding into Kalgoorlie,
the syndicate have to pay the minimum
rate, which is for carriage a, distance of
16 miles. Although they only haul nine
miles, they pay at the rate of 16. Then
aan, if, as has been asserted, we get wood

lower down the line, westward of Cool-
gardie, it is patent to everyone that more
trucks will be needed for the carriage of
this trade. If a number of smaller
sidings are to be accommodated, the
quantity of trucks required (owing to the
time of loading and unloading them)
would, instead of being 100, be more like
$00 or 600. I do not say we could
not find those trucks, but there is a doubt
whether that regular supply could be
kept up if this syndicate for some reason
were suddenly curtailed. If there is a
proper business proposition to the Gov-
ernment in regard to an extension of that
line, and the public interests can be pro-
tected, there is no reason why it should
not be entertained. As far as I am con-
cerned, and the whole of the Government
are concerned, any arrangements made
with this company will be on strictly
business lines. There will be no payment
for material by instalments of water, and
when a dam is; empty it will be no excuse
to come to the Government and say "1The
dam is empty, we cannot supply the
in stalments of water, and you will have to
wait for the rains again." There is a
line laid down of 30 miles, and they
desire to go another eight or ten miles to
bring in this timber. They do not pro-
pose to go within 15 miles of Coolgardie.
Anyone knows that on the gold fields,
where horse feed is dear and horses are
scarce, it will never pay to cart firewood 15
miles.

HTow. T. F. 0. BRimAGE:- Will the
Government construct the line?

TnnE MINISTER FOR LANDS: No;
the Government will allow people to con-
struct lines under certain regulations
which will be advertised, so that everyone
will have an opportunity.

Honq. M. L. Moss: I thought so. That
is encouraging private railways.

Tun MINISTER FOR LANDS:
There are already applications from a mine
manager at Kalgoorlie (Mr. Sutherland)
for a line running from U bimi southwards
for 10 miles. There is another applica-
tion from Coolgardie to run southwards

to Stop Cancessiona.
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something like 12 or 15 miles, and we
find that th4 Hampton Plains Oompany.
now that their railway proposal has been
thrown out, are making an application to
run a tramway from Lakeside to the
company's property for the purpose of
bringing in firewood only. If these three
applications seem to be necessary in the
interests of the mining companies, and
we cannot see sufficient wood ahead to
supply the demands, we will be wanting
in our duty if we do not protect mining
industries. When a deputation waited
upon me, I was particular to ask where
they proposed to get their wood from,
and how long it lasted. They said that
on the longest sidings westward of Cool-
gardie down towards Boorabbin there was
at least 12 months' supply, and one
member of the deputation went so far as
to say there was 18 months' supply. If
there is only 18 months' supply within
reasonable carting distance, the position
is serious, and either the Government
should lay down this line or allow some-
one else to do it.

How. J. M. SPEED: We want to make
the Government do it.

TnE MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
Ministers cannot see their way to lay
down a permanent line for the purpose
of carting firewood only. Would any
reasonable member ask the Goverment to
lay down a railway 20 miles to a desert
simply to bring in firewood which may
give out in two or three yearsP I do not
think we could expect it to pay.

MEMBER: How does it pay the com-
pany?9

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS: They
do not make their profit only in carrying
firewood, but they enter into contracts,
whereas this Government cannot employ
men to cut wood and then sell it to mines
and carry it.

MEMBER: Why not?
THE MINISTER FOR LANDS: I

am not prepared to go that far, and if
you go that fax why not go into every
class of trade and do the same? As I
say, these companies do not make their
profit exclusively out of the haulage of
firewood, but out of contracts they enter
into. Every year this firewood must be
getting less. We have to establish
pumping stations on our lines, and the
Lands Department on the Coolgardie
line are making reserves around these

stations, with a view of conserving the
wood for their own use. The trouble has
been in the past that various small wood
contractors have made contracts with
various mines. There has been always a
good deal of anxiety and trouble over
these contracts, and when these syndicates
came into existence mine managers came
to town to make a three years' contract
wth these people; with a reputable coin-
pany. They had an opportunity of
making a three years' contract, and knew
they would get their wood at a certain
price, and without any further anxiety.
As to the small woodcutters combining
and putting down a deposit, when that
statement was made to me by this depu-
tation the amount suggested was £1,000.
They said they' were prepared to put
down £1,000 cash as a guarantee that
they would supply the wood. One
gentleman, towards the end, said that
they would be quite prepared to put
down £10,000.

HoN. 3. MW. SPEED: What are the
Kurrawang syndicate prepared to put
down ?

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS: They
have certain contracts with certain mines,
and that does not concern the Govern-
ment. These people have made con-
tracts, and so far they have been able to
carry them out. That does not concern
us, but what does concern us is a proper
business arrangement.

HoN. MW. L. Moss: I wish you could
tell us who the syndicate are ?

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS: If
the hon. member wants the names, I dare
sayv I can get them. I have not them
at present, but I shall be only too pleased
to obtain them. I think the Government
are endeavouring to find out who they
are; the whole of them.

HoN. 3. MW. SPEED: And yet the Gov-
ernment make contracts with them.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
Government only need to make a contract
with one man or to be satisfied that man
represents someone else, and that what-
ever contracts he desires to make he is
in a position to carry out, or to put
down the deposit the Government asks
for. I wish I had known that this
question would have been dealt with in
such a way, for I could have brought up
the Government reports. Those who
happened to know Mr. Ellis, the Govern-
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ment surveyor on the goldfields, will
know be is a cautious man, and a very
able man, who knows the whole of the
surroundings and the whole of the
requirements of the company in that dis-
trict. This matter has been referred to
Mr. Ellis, whose report is a ver 'y lengthy
one. He deals with the whole firewood
question, and he says he sees no reason
why this company should. not be allowed
to cross that reserve and go out into the
waste lands and bring wood from there,
because there is no likelihood of any mine
being there, and there is no reason why
the Government should not have the
money for licenses. An 'yone has a right
to cut wood if he pays for the license;
and will be able to have a tram
if the Government regulations are
agreed to. Take the case of Coolgardie,
which I know most about. I resided
there for some years. Had the residents
of Coolgardie obtained the right to run
a tram south of Coolgardie, we should
never have heard about this Kurrawang
syndicate concession. I say thiat, as late
Mayor of Goolgardie. I believe that if
pernission to-morrow were given to lay
down a tramway south of Coolgardie to
bring in firewood, the people of Coolgardie
would jump at the opportunity, and we
would not hear a word about this appli-
cation. That is the wholo trouble, that
they want the Government to make a line
north or south for these firewood cutters;
but the Government are not going to do
it; they do not see why other people
should not have the right to bring timber
down provided the public interests are
served and the tramways are for firewocd
only. Mr. Kelso, forest ranger near
that district, also deals exhaustively
with this matter, and he says he sees
no reason why this company should
not have the right applied for. No
arrangement has been made with the
company, and whatever arrangement
is made, it will be on business hunes.
The Government have not been hasty in
the matter. It has been a very trouble-
some question; and if we had liked to
shirk our duty, and let the mines go by
the board, we should have welcomed
this suggestion of Mr. Blellingham; we
should have said, " Parliament took the
matter out of our hands, and we are not
under the necessity of deciding." Instead
of being hampered by the House, the

Government deserves sympathy and en-
couragement for tackling a qifestion which
has given a great deal of trouble to past
Governments, and to this Government
ever since its accession to office. I may
sy, a very influential requisition has
been signed by practically the whole of
the mine managers on the Golden Mile.
They view with alarm the possibility of
the Kurrawang syndicate closing down,
and of the mines being unable to get the
firewood required. We must take notice
of this, and of the different deputations.
There have been about as many deputa-
tions for the syndicate as against. The
Government is seised of all the facts of
the case; they desire to deal with it in a
businesslike way; and what I ask the
House to do is to leave the Government
to wake that contract, believing that,
knowing all the pros. and cons., and
knowing the way in which the syndicate
have undoubtedly got the best of the
Government in the past, the Government
will be prepared, and willing, and able, to
see that in the future the syndicate are
dealt with on a business footing.

How. A. JAMESON (Minister): I
should like to point out what would be
the effect of this motion if passed. It
reads, " It is essential that no farther
concessions be granted to the syndicate
until Parliament has had an opportunity
of considering the report upon sucht
charges against. the General Manager."
That report cannot be presented during
this session; and the motion really means
that hon. members will tie up the hands
of the Government for the ensuing year.
Now from the evidence we have that
it is possible we may not have more
than a year's supply of firewood, we can
see the great danger iu which the mines
may be involved. The House is asked to
tie the hands of the Government, although
the Government are taking every care, and
have spent a great deal of time in investi-
gating the question. That does not seem
a good precedent to establish in this
purely business arrnrngenient, which in-
volves a great deal of detail-to tie the
hands of the Government by such a
motion as this. If it were purely a
question of policy, it might be for the
House to lay down the course the Govern-
ment should pur-sue. But in a matter of
this kind, the precedent sought to be
established is very dangerous, and I think
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it would be very unfortunate if the motion
were to pass. I should like to say one
word about the railways. I have long
thought that the Government might Carry
out these contracts ; but it is perfectly
clear that the standard of Government
railway throughout this State is a really
high standard.

.HON. MW. L.. Moss: The Engineer-in-
Chief recommends pioneer lines of this
sort.

HoN. A. JAMESON: That, of course,
would be a question of entering upon a
new policy.

HON. S. M. SPEED: I thought this was
a new Government with a new policy.

RON. A. JAMESON: It seems to mue
very rational to believe that a light line
of railway carried out by private enter-
prise, and built simply for the purpose of
inakinga, contractpay, would be successful;
while the mere carriage of the material
would not pay the Government for a
moment. Certainly its carriage would
not pay on the high standard of line at
present built by the Government. How-
ever, that is another issue. I simply want
to point out the very great danger of
passing a, motion of this kind. I hope
hon. members will support the Govern-
ment, and not harass them in work which
they find difficult, and which they are
doing all they can to carry out in the best
interests of the State.

HON. E. MaLARTY (South-West):
I hope the House will not agree to this
motion, which I think is very inopportune.
The reason given for the motion is that
the General Manager of Railways is con-
cerned. But I think hon. members have
no. right to p~rej udge the case of the
General Manager, or in any way to pre-
judice its hearing. The General Manager
may very probably prove that the charges
made against him cannot be substan-
tiated; and I think the Rouse should be
very careful not to cary such a motion
without the fullest information. I can
quite understand the difference between
the Government constructing these fire-
wood lines and their being constructed
by a private company. I am quite sure
a private company could construct a line
at half the cost of a Government line;
therefore I am altogether opposed to the
Government handling such enterprises.

Hon. H. J. SAUNDERS (Metro-
politan); I think that after the very

explicit statement we have just heard
from the Minister for Lands, it would be
well if the motion were withdrawn. The
matter has been thoroughly ventilated,
and we are surely safe in saying that the
interests of the State may he left to the
Minister for Lands. We cannot'charge
against him the faults of the past Gov-
ernment. They entered into this con-
tract, and the p resent Ministry have been
put in a fix through the acts of their
predecessors; and I think, after the
clear and explicit statement of the Minis-
ter, we ought to vote against the motion.

Question put, and a division taken
with the following result -

Ayes ... ... ... 6
Noes ... ... ... 15

Majority aq
AYES.

Ho.. 0. Heub.Ingha
Hon. H. Brigg
Han. D. MacKay
Hon. W. Malay
Hos. J. M I d
Hon. M. L.1 Moss ('Pellerl.

~amst ... 9
NOES.

Ron. 'I. F. 0. Brings
Hon. W., G. Brooknan
Ban. E. 31. Clarke
Hon. 3. D. Covnny
Hon. J. WV. Hackett
Ito.. H. S. Haynes
Hon. S. J. Haynes
Hon. A. J...so
Hon. E. Metarty
Hon. C. A. Pies..
Hon. G. liandell
Hon. J. E. Richardson
Hon. H. J. Soaders
son. C. Seminars
Hon. A. G. Jenkins

(Totte).

Question thus negatived.

LEAVE OF' ABSENCE.

On motion by HoN. G. BELLINGAM,
leave of absence for one week granted to
Hon. J. T. Glowrey, on the ground of
urgent private business.

SUMMARY JURISDICTION (MARRIED
WOMEN) AMENDMENT BILL.

Read a third time, and transmitted to
the Legislative Assembly.

LAND ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
IN COMMITTEE.

Resumed from 3rd October.
New Clause:
HoN. 0. A. PlESSE moved that the

following he added as a new clause:
Land may be applied for under Clauses 59

and 68, in one holding, the annual payments
to be calculated on the acreage of each class
in are.

The object was to simplify as much as
possible the existing state of affairs, and
enable a selector for one application to

Kurraviang 8yndicaie. [9 OCTOBER, 1901.)
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obtain first, second, and third-class lands.
It would mean that there would be one
application, one deposit, one survey, and
one title, whereas at present there were
three applications, three deposits, three
inspections, possibly three surveys. and
the expense of three different titles. The
trouble the Lands Department saw in
this matter was the difficulty of classifica-
tion; but we had them carrying out at
present the very system of classification.
When an inspector was on the ground, it
would be no more trouble to say there
were 200 acres first-class, 300 acres
second, and the balance third. Such

syastem would enable the selector to get
te three different classes of land be

required to carry on successful farming.
It would also include third-class land
which was now shut out because the cost
of the present system debarred 'one from
taking it. This matter was fully dealt
with at an agricultural conference, and a
motion in favour of the alteration carried
unanimously. Owing to the patchy nature
of our lands, the alteration was urgently
required. It would he a simple matter
to calculate the value of these lands. In
the case of second and third-class land,
half the survey fee was paid by the
selector. At the present time if a selector
got a block adjoining a first-class piece
of land be was made to pay for the sur-
vey, where it bordered upon his first-class
land, although the regulations did not

prvide, for it. If hie took up a third
class block adjoining second-class land,
he had to pay again. One had actually
to pay twice over. He knew instances
in his own district where that had
happened. That system, which was of
no benefit to the selector or the Govern-
ment, should be done away with. He
thought the surveys were a source of loss,
and therefore any suggestions which
would help to save ' his great cost of
survey should be welcomed.-

THE; MINISTER FOR LANDS: Per-
haps it would be well if he gave reasons
why this proposal was not a desirable
one, but before dealing with that, he
might say with regard to survey fees
charged, that this was a matter which
could be amended. It was not a matter
for legislation, but just for regulations.
In this State holders were lucky in
having the State to pay for surveys. He
thought that in many States surveys

Iwere paid for by the selectors. Section
59 was not an applicable section; it

imerely gave the Governor power to throw
open the lands in different specified sec-
tions. Under Section 59 the leases were
for 20 years, whilst under Section 68
they were for 30 years. Therefore, there
were two different terms for which the
hon. member wanted one official issue.-

HoN. C. A. PIESSE said he wanted to
make the term 25 years.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS: Then
agithe price, the returns, and the

coditons were all different. He thought
that Clause 5 of the Amending Bill pro-
vided pretty well all that Mr. Piesse was
aiming at. That clause provided for
second and third-class land being dis-
posed of under conditions mentioned, at
reduced rates. The hon. member had
detailed the practice in case of a selector
desiring to take up 1,000 acres. As far
as he (the Minister for Lands) knew, the
practice was this: An application came
in for 1,000 acres, and the report of the
inspector stated that 100 acres, say, was
first-class, so much second, and so much
third, and then he made a suggestion. He
generally made a recommendation that the
applicant be allowed to select the whole
of this at second-class rates, or that pro-
vided the selector would select 200 acres
as conditional purchase the balance
should be given as third-class. The
matter was averaged up as nearly or
fairly as the Minister thought right from
the reports before him. In most cases
the recommendations gave satisfaction,
but of course there were some people who
objected to pay second-class perhaps for
third-class land. The desire was to get
as many people to settle on the land as
possible, and the land was averaged as
fairly as it could be. The hon. member
wished to make the land laws as liberal
as possible, and he was glad to assist him,
butbhe could see no way of bringing about
the system the hon. member advocated.
Mr. Piesse, had suggested that the term
of lease might be altered from 20 or 80
years to 25. [HON. C. A. Pixssn: No.]
Seeing that the new clause would involve
so many alterations, it would be wise to
allow it to go by the board.

How. 0. A. PIESSE : No alterations
would be effected in other clauses. Their

4terms would remain as now, and the new
clause would carry its own terms. Sec-

in Committee.[COUNCIL.]
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hion 59 covered all the sections regarding
first-class lands, and referred to first-
class lands held on a tenure of 20 years
only. The difficulty of classification was
overcome by a provision already adopted
by the Lands Department, When the
area of first-class laud in a block was
small, the applicant could take up the
whole block a; second-class. In any
case, there was no reason why two
applications should have to be made for
adjoining ieces of second-class and third-
class land Both were taken up for 30
years. one at 6s. 8d. and the other Ss. 9d.

THE MINISTER FOR LA&NDs That
suggestion might be adopted.

ITOH. C. A. PIESSE : As suggested,
he would insert the word "s he " before
"area."

Motion put, and a, division taken with
the following resnlt:

Ayes ... ... .. 5

Majority against .. 6
AYES.

HoV. E. M. Clarke
Hon. C. A. Piesse
Hon. S. E. Richardson
Hon. JXI. Speed
Ho.: b. Mc~ay (Tetter.)

NOES.
Hon. T. P. 0. Brimage
Hon.: J. D. Cornnolly
Ron. J. W. Hackett
Ron. S. J. Haynes
Bon. A. 0. Jenkins
Hon. W. Maley
Hon. E. MoLarty
Ron. X. L. Moss
Hon. G_ sandelI
Hon. C. Sominers
Hon. W. G. Brookiman

(rotter).

Motion thus negatived.
New Sub-clause:
THE MINISTER FOR LANDS moved

that the following new sub-clause be
added :

Ini Section 63, Sub-section 6, of the principal
Act, the following words are repealed :-- Pro-
vided that possession may be taken, and the
residence condition may be performed by an
agent or servant of the lessee."
The first consideration of the Govern-
ment was to settle the people on the soil;
and although it might he hard that a man
living in a town could not, by means of
an agent or deputy, comply with the
residence conditions, yet the right to do
so by an agent might be and was abused.
At present a man might take up land and
fulfil the residence conditions by making
one of his workmen reside on it for six
months. There were -numbers of striking
instances of land being dumnmied and
large estates built -up in this manner.
Judging by the experience of the Lands

Office, when the selector was compelled.
to live personally on the land, a far better
class of settler was, obtained than was
possible under the existing Act. By the
Bill, anyone taking up land had, in nearly
every case, to reside on it for six months
only in each ,year; and in case of illness,
etc., the Minister had some power to
imodify that condlition. Again, most resi-
dents in towns or engaged in other
businesses could take up land under the
n~on-residence clause, by effecting double
the value of improvements otherwise re-
quired.

Ho N. C. A. Pi Ess E : That did not apply
to second-class land.

TnxE MINISTER FOR LANDS: True;
but the idea was to settle people on the
soil, and the first rule was to insist upon
residence. Land was offered on easy
terms, with free surveys, and no interest.
All the Government asked wvas that the
selector reside on it for six months in
the year; but no results were being
obtained from the present Act. Big
estates were being built up, because
selectors could, through agents, comply
with the residence conditions. The man
who had the most money could put on
most agents and build up the biggest
estate. The section in the existing Act
did not exist in the Acts of any of the
other States; and it was time it was
repealed here.

HoNv. M. L3. MOSS moved that progress
be reported.

HON. U. S. HAYNES- Did the Minister
propose to sit af ter the dininer hour ?

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes;
That bad been arranged outside the
House.

Motion put and negatived.

At 6832, the CHAIRMAN left the Chair.

At 7-35, Chair resu med.

RON. C. A. PIESSE: The Minister
had stated this was to stop the abuse of
certain privileges;i but he challen~ged the
Minister to prodnce one instance in the.
South-Western Division where the con-
ditions embodied in the Land Act had
been abused. He was averse to doing
away with privileges at present enjoyed.
How could there be any abuse? The
land dealt with was held under tenure of
30 years, and the Land Act was only
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passed in 1898. If the proposal now
ma~e were adopted, it would do a great
injustice to the country. Take a tenant
residing on first-class land. That tenant
could, in spite of this proposal, take up
second and third-class land, provided it
was withiu 20 miles of his holding, but
if the land were 21 miles from his holding
he wras barred froui doing so. The idea,
was to get at pastoralists in the North;
but if it were desired to get at them, why
not introduce special legislation ?

How. T. F. 0. BRiMA&GE: One0 Could
have a nominee.

How. C. A. PIESSE: No. He was
with anyone who sought to prevent
dummying; but he challenged the
Minister to prove one instance in the
South-Western District where dummying
had been carried on under the Act.

Tns MINSTR FR LAwns: If the
distance were made 30 miles or 50 miles,
the same argument would apply, if a manL
were a mile farther off than that.

HoN. C. A. PIESSE: S.o long as we
limited the area and imposed conditions
regarding improvements, and the improve-
ments were fair, the land was made a
source of benefit to the State.

Hot;. D. McKAY: This clause was
as objectionable as others. This was
a jumuble of ill-considered and worse
matured suggestions which would be
adaptable to a wholesale system of black-
mail andc jobbery, and a piebald, hybrid
thing like this would be maiming, dis-
torting, prevaricating, and disfiguring a
good Act. He was surprised at the fore-
bearancp of the Committee in putting up
with a thing like this for so long.

HoN. D). McLARTY: The remuarks
made by Hon. 0, A. Piesse met with his
concurrence, and he intended to support
the clause as it stood. He thought th~e
intention and desire of the Government
and the country was to see land settled
and improved, but, if a man had an agent
and found tbe capital to carry out the
improvements, the State would benefit
just as much as though the man were
there himself. He thought there was no
member in the Rfouse who had bad more
experience of land, and who was more
capable of giving an opinion than Mr.
Piesse, and he thoroughly agreed with
him that it would be unwise to strike
that proposal out.

How. R. S. HAYNES: Why should
there be in this Bill a clause autborising
dumomying, which in New South Wales;
was punishable by imprisonment?

Ho;. C. A,. PiEssE:: A selector living
20 miles away from his land, and never
going near it, could get a title. There
was no dummying in this State.

Hex;. R. S. H,&Nrns: Here dummying
was legalise4 ; but it should he made
fiegsl.

How. S. 3. HAYNES: The provision
in Sub-section 5 of Section 68 of the Act
that residence conditions might be per-
formed by an agent of a lessee, was one
of the most thoroughbred provisions for
dummying he had ever seen. In clays
gone by, there had been a similar pro-
vision on the Victorian statute book,
which had enabled the large landowner
to pick out the eyes of the country to the
detriment of small selectors; and its
effect was not to settle people on the land
but to build up large estates and to
prevent settlement. He supported the
Minister.

M otion put, and a division taken with
the following result-.

Ayes ... ... ... 9
Noes . . .. 6

'Majority for ... ... 3

ATM 5
Ho"': W. 0. Brockmn
Boa E. Mi. Clarke
BOa. 3I W. Hackett
Hon. R. S. Haynes
Ron. S. .1. Heynes
HAln. A. Jamneson
Hon. C. Sommers
BaitS. M. Speed
Hon. J. D. Connolly

(Trelr).

Nolte.
Baja. T. F. 0. Erimsgs
Hon. D. McKay
Hon. E. MeLarty
Hon. C. A. Piesse
Hon.O0. Randell
Hon. J. E. Richardson

(Tilrer).

Sub-clause thus; passed.
New Clause:-
Hox. R. S. HAYNES, on behalf of

Hon. S. Mi. Drew, moved that the follow-
ing be added as a. new clause

Notwithstanding anything in Section 17 of
the principal Act, the Minister may, in cases
where it seems to him that bond fide land
settlement would be assisted thereby, declare
by notification in the Government Gazette that,
with respect to agricultural areas or any land
resumed from pastoral leases, applications for
land shall not necessarily take priority accord-
ing to the order of their being lodged, but may
be dealt with in snob manner as the Minister
may set forth in the said notification.
'Under Section 17 of the Act, applications
for land took priority according to the
order in which they were lodged; and it
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was provided that if two or more simul-
taneous applications were lodged, the
prigrity should be determined by lot, or
the M;ini ster might hold an inquiry to
determine to whom the land should be
granted. In the Northampton district
and elsewhere, when large sections of
land were thrown open for select-ion, a
good deal of difficulty was found in
making the necessary allotments. That
might arise agaiu. The consequence
was that the land was taken up not by
squatters but by speculators. If tbe land
were taken up for speculative purposes it
would only lead to other land having to
be taken up afterwards by selectors, and
consequently it would be better to allow
the Minister to have a discretion where a
large area was thrown open for selection
at onetime, to make other provisions, and,
in other words, appoint a board. In all
ordinary cases the application would be
received and take effect according to
priority, v but where there was a rush after
land as there was in the Northampton
district it would be unfair that some
persons should come in and take up a
whole lot of land and pass it out to bona
fide selectors afterwards. This proposal
did not say the law should be altered,
but the Minister might, if satisfied that
selection 'would be improved thereby,
make rules, with respect to certain reserves
Only, which he must notifyv in the Govern-
mnent Gazette.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
clause was one which he desired to
support, for it was very desirable. He
had submitted it to the officers, and
also the draftsman, and the draftsman
approved of the clause as it stood. It
might not be abused, because it only
provided that where land was acquired
for agricultural leases or pastoral leases
the Minister should, where there was a.
chance of bona fide Settlement being
debarred through thepresent law operating,
have power to put this clause into force,
after first of all notifying in the Government
Gazette that it would be done. That was
with the idea of giving bona fide settlers

greater opportunities of having their
applications dealt with.

Hom. D. McKAY: The clause should
be opposed; he considered there was
nothing fairer than priority of application.

Rom. E. MeLARTY: One could not
imagine a. greater injustice than depriving

a man, who put in his application to-day,
of a certain piece of land, and allowing
the Minister to give it to someone else
who applied to-morrow.

HON. R. S. HAYNES: The Minister
could not do so. The application would
have to be referred to a board.

How. G. RANDELL: No board was
mentioned in the proposed clause.

HON. E. McLARTY: It ought not to
be in the power of the Minister to say
who should have the land. The first man1
to apply for it ought to have it; otherwise
the system would lead to all kinds of
abuses. The Minister would seek to do
what was just and honourable; but
influence was brought to bear, and how
was the Minister to decide who was the
most competent to work the land? No
other system than making a grant accord-
inly to priority of application would give
satisfaction.

Ron. 0. A. PIESSE: This proposal
was aiming another blow at the unfortu-
nate pastoralists in the Northampton
district. Were the pastoralists to be
legislated aainst altogether? If a pas-
toralist applied for a piece of land out of
a holding which had been in his posses-
sion for years, the Minister might say,
" I am not going to grant it to you."
This proposal was manifestly unfair, and
he liked people to have fair play.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS: Only
when an agricultural area was proclaimed,
or where land was resumed from a pastoral
lessee, would the clause operate. The
Minister must give notice in the Gazette
that this clause would be brought into
operation, and in all cases where there
was more than one application the custom
was to submit the applications to the
consideration of a board. If it was
necessary to safeguard the public interests
by adding that all applications should be
considered by a board, he would have no
objection to that being done. The
Minister could not take the lax, into his
own hands. The desire was in resuming
agricultural areas to settle people ou the
land in small holdings. It might happen
that by priority of application a pastoralist
would get a number of people to put in
claims and obtain a whole lot of land.
As he had said, notice would be given in
the Government Gazette of an intention to
put the clause into operation when it was
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decided to do so; and it would be openI
to everyone to make application.

HONq. R. S. HAYN ES: The present
law would not be altered except in certain
instances, those instances being where! the
Minister dealt with a. certain description
of land. The Minister would have to run
the gauntlet of public opinion, and if once
a regulation were passed it would apply
all round. He took it that where the
Minister intended to make such a pro-
clamation. he would fix a certain day by
which all applications must be in, and if
there were two or three applications the
Minister would allow the whole of them
to be dealt with by a board. The clause
would carry out in its entirety the scope
and object of the Bill.

Hot?. G. RANDELL: Section 17 of
the Act, which the new clause proposed
to amend, was passed in 1900. The

principal Act had received much more
carefu consideration than this Bill; and
Section 17 embodied the very spirit of
justice and equity. If the principle of
the new clause were good for two classes
of land, why not make it apply to all
landsP The new clause would open the
door to favouritism, and this objection
would apply even if a hoard were
appointed.

TaR MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
clause would apply only to areas that
hu.d been resumned. from the Crown for
closer settlement. Where (he Crown had
probably paid a larger amount as comn-
pensation for resumption, the Government
should have every opportunity for set-
tling upon the land those whom. they
considered bona fide settlers. The clause
provided that applications might he
lodged in such a manner as the Minister
set forth in the Gazette notice. At present,
th first application lodged took priority.
Thus, an application sent by 'wire from
hatanning to Perth would take pre-
cedence over one lodged at the Ratanuing
land office the same day. [HON. C, A.
Pzxssu: No.] Undoubtedly it would.
It might be said, let all applications
lodged anywhere throughout the country
on the same day, be treated as lodged
simultaneously; but that would result in
great delay. The object in resuming
land from a pastoral lessee and declaring
it an agricultural area, was to settle more
people on that land than it had pre-

*viously carried; and that object could
well be attained by the new clause.

How. G. RAN DELL:- The Minister jia
left out of account the words " or at such
other places or offices as the Governor
shall notify in the Government Gazette."

How. 0. A. PIESSE: Section 12 of
the Lands Purchase Act contained a
much better provision, to the effect that
if there were more than one application,
the Government might appoint persons
to select the man to whom the land
should be sold, the preference being
given, other qualifications equal, to the
applicant who could give satisfactory
proof of his intention to make his home

1on the land; and the decision of the
board was final.

Hoy. B. S. HAYm : 'That section had
been opposed tooth and nail by the

How. C. A. PIESS8E: To having these
pastoral leases cut up, he had no objec-
tion; but the lessee should be given as
much right to. take up the land as was
given any other applicant. Why, not
provide for a board, as was done in the
Lands Purchase Act? Mr. Haynes com-
plained of other members being pre-
judiced; but there was such a thing as
"the pot calling the kettle black."

Tan MINISTER FOR LANDS: Sup-
pose an agricultural area were thrown
open on 1st November. Applications
came in for half the year. It was not to
be assumed that the whole area, would be
snapped up in one day. If one-half thie
land were allotted to various settlers,
the next day the pastoralist might apply
for the whole of the remainder.

Hoiw. C. A. PiEssE: He could not do
so.

HOw. R, S. HANS.s Dalgety and
Company could do it for him.

TnuE MINISTER FOR LANDS: It
had been done elsewhere, and could be
done in Western Australia. The pas-
tora-list might have received thonsands
of pounds (or resumption; and the object
of resuming was to promote close settle-
ment by bona fide selectors. If 50 lots
were left open out of 100 the squatter
might get his friends to take them up,
and the Minister was powerless. Then
the squatter might wait two years before
taking possession, and he would find a
way to gain his point, unless he was very
different from pastoral lessees in other

[COUNCIL.] in Committee.
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States. Unless the new clause were
passed, the whole object of the Govern-
ment iii resuming land for close settle-
ment would be defeated. He had taken
expert and legal advice on the clause,
and was advised that it was a good
clause which the Government should sup-
port.

HON. E. MoLARTY:. If this clause
-were so necessary, it was wonderful the
Minister had not spontaneously intro-
duced it, instead of waiting till it was
brought in by Mr. Drew.

HON. C. A. PIEasE: And why not
make it apply to all lands?

HoN. bE. McLARTY: The necessity
for the clause was not apparent. Assumn-
ing there were 50 allotments open for
selection, did anyone think the squatter
would pay 6d. per acre per annum for the
landP

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS: All the
land might Dot be first-class.

How. R. MoLARTY: Would. not
the same conditions of improvement
be imposed on the squatter as on the
selector?

Roy. R. S. RLvN ES: But the squatter
would nevertheless keep off the selector.

How. E. McLARTY: I the squatter
were the first applicant, and if there were
no demand for the land, why should he
not have it if he could carry out the im-
provements? Speaking from his own
experience, he (Mr. Metarty) said the
more selectors went on his land, the
better he was satisfied. Often, "fools;
rush in where angels fear to tread."
Small selectors: rushed in, took up land
regardless of its quality, and soon
cleared out, leaving the squatter with the
improvements. Every man of experience
knew that pastoral leases in the settled
parts of the State were of little value
to the squatter. When the hon. member
(Hon. R. S. Haynes) spoke upon legal
matters, one listened to him with great
respect; but when he dwelt upon matters
connected with roads boards, land, and
that sort of thing, one paid more
attention to men who had had more
experience, and knew what they were
talking about because he was satisfied
the hon. member did not. The hon.
member referred to Mr. Piesse as a
squatter. Mr. Piesse was cultivating and
cropping over 2,000 acres of land, and

besides that he had 20') acres of orchard,
and no firm had dlone more to improve
the land than had the Messrs. Piesse.
As for their squatting, it was oni a
very small scale, and if the runs they
held on pastoral lease were taken all
together and put under close settlement,
he did not think they would he any worse
off. He (Hon. E. Meciarty) had no
object to serve but to do what he thought
was right and just, and it would be an
injustice to deprive the first applicant
for the land applied for. Other people
had the same right to make application,
No Minister or board would give satis-
factiqn if it were left to them to name
the applicant who should have the land.
We had had a land board, and we knew
of certain areas that had been cut up for
selection, and in regard to which the
same principle had been applied, but
there had been the greatest dissatisfac-
tion. Letters had appeared in the papers
regarding one case in which a high official
in this very State wa-s granted a certain
area, of land for which there were several
other applications. That was only one
instance out of many. He knew another
case where a late Minister for Lands set
apart a certain pordion of laud as a reserve.
Another man came in who had a little
influence behind him and applied for the
same land, and it was granted to him.
That land had previously been applied
for and the money paid to the Govern-
mnt, and held for some time, and then
the applicant. was informed that he could
not have the land, for it was reserved
and the Government would not let it.
The money was returned, and shortly
afterwards another applicant (who, as he
had stated, had a little influence behind
him) came forward, and the Government
took his money and allowed him to select
the land right up to the door of the
settler who had applied before.

THE MnTmTP voit LANrs: That did
not apply to this.

HON. E. MoLARTY: It did apply;
it was a case in point.

THE MINISTER FrOE LANDS: Under
this clause, notification would have to be
given.

HONq. E. MoLARTY: That did not
make any difference. Even granting
that the matter were left to a board,
satisfaction would not be given. Unless
the land was given to the first applicant
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not only would there be dissatisfaction,
but injustice.

lHoN. R. S. HANES:- The instance
quoted by tire Hon. E. MeLar-ty showed
gross mismanagement, and he understood
that it happened under the riginie of the
late Government, which his friend so
slavishly supported. His (Hon. R,. S.
Haynes's) experience of squatters had
been with people of a different class from
the squatters or pastoralists in this State.
Those in New South Wales werb a
different class of men. Their houses
were mansions, and their runs were some-
thing worth looking at., He had seen
more dummying than had the hon.
member, and had checked more dummy-
ing, he hoped, thani would perhaps ever
take place in this State, for it was not
worth while to take up land and run the
risk of a criminal prosecution. In the
New England district there was a, risk of
Such prosecution. There was no branch
of the law in New South Wales with
which he was more conversant, than the
land laws. The object of this new clause
was to a certain extent to prevent
dummyving. The hon. member, who was
most eloquent when he had least ifor-
mation, should confine himself to Pin-
jarra. The hon. member said be (Hon.
R1. . Flamnes) should confine himself to
Perth. If he did so be should see that
only respectable tenants occupied his
houses.

*POINT OF ORDER.

HON. E. MOLARTY rose to a point of
order. If the hon. member was referring
to him, he would challenge that hon.
member by saying he had as respectable
a class of house on his property as had
anyone in Perth; and persons who were
disreputable would be quickly removed.
He spent £3,000 in the erection of build-
ings in which none hut respectable
people lived. If the hon. member had
no other argument-

HiON. R. S. HAYNES, Was this a
point of order?
. Flox. E. MOLARtTY: If the bon. mem-
ber had no other argument to adduce in
aid of this clause than to speak in this
manner, he had better Say no more about it.

Tan CHAIRMAN said he would ask the
hon. member (Ron. R. S. Haynes) to
assure Mr. MeLarty that there was
nothing personal.

RON. R. S. HAYNES: What was the
point of order?

THE CHAIRMAN: There was no point
of order:- it was a personal explanation.

Ho0N. R. S. HANES: That had been
given, and the hon. member ought to be
satisfied.

Hox. E, MOLmRTT said. he was not
satisfied.

Hox. Rt. S. HAYNES: 'The words ut-
tered by him conveyed no insinuation.

HON. D. MORAY:- There was a dirty
innuendo.

Ho&. Rt. S. HAYNES: What was the
point of order?9

THE OHanRtx:w The hion. member
(Hon. R. S. Haynes) had said something
offensive with regard to houses.

H13ON. IR. S. HAYNES: One was talking
about the bon. member's knowledge of
Pinjarra, and speaking of confining
himself to Perth he (Hon. R, S. Haynes)
said that if he did so he should see that
the teaants. of his houses were respect-
able people. If the hon. member thought
the people were not respectable he had
better say so, but until he assumed that
position he had no ground to go upon.

HlAx. E5. MotART appealed to memn-
bers of the House to say whether it was
not an insinuation.

How. lXt S. HA-Nws: What insinuation
did the hon. member mean?

DEBATE RESUMED.

HoN. R. S. HAYNES: The object of
this Bill was to wipe the pastoral industry
out for the purpose of putting more people
on the soil. That was the trend of legis-
lation, but the hon. member (Hon. J. M.
Drew) had assured him that the proposal
was in the interests of the pastoralists as
of others.

HoN. W. MALEY: An important
principle Was now at stake,Bnely that
of the priority of application being suc-
cessful. He had seen many methods
tried in dealing with land, but certainly
the person who applied first had a great
claim. That person was the one who
realised that the property was wortha
taking from the waste lands of the Crown,
and that it was worth working, and such
person should be encouraged. We could
only deal with one block at a time. If
the Minister really wished to serve certain
interests and see the land hel d by different
people, it would he his plain duty only to
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offer certain allotments, so that one person
could not get 50 blocks. He could get
three 6r four blocks together, or even two,
or he could reserve every alternate block
until he saw settlement worked out. With
the capable Ministers we had now, the
present legislation was altogether suffi-
dient, and the new clause proposed would
be a very improper one. The whole
question of land legislation required
examination. There was a very good
system by which in certain places local
boards had the disposition of Crown
lands, and that principle might be a very
good one to adopt in this State. He
hoped shortly to bring a motion before
the House to get a select committee
appointed to investigate the subject with
a view to further legislation.

Motion put, and a division taken with
the following result:-

Ayes
Noes

4
11

Majority against ... 7

Hon. R. S. Haynes
Hon. A. Samnesou
Hon. C. Scanners
Hon. W. G. rookmn

(Teller.)

NES.
Hon. E. Mi. Clarke
Ron. J. D. Connolly
Ho,. S. J. Haynes
Hon. D. McKay
Hon. W. Maley
Hon. E. MeLarty
Hon. C. A. Pie...
Hon. G. Randenl
Hon. J. E. Richardson
en. J. MI. Speed

Hon. T. F. 0. Brim

Motion thus negatived.
New Clause:
THE MINISTER FOR LANDS

moved without notice that the following
be added as a new clause:-

The Governor may exclude from the Crown
grant of sjy land held under lease from the
Crown with a right of purchase, any portion
of such land which has been legally resumed
or taken between the date of the lease and the
issue of the Crowvn grant.
In the Lands Office there seemed to be a
doubt as to whether the lease issued for,
say, 1,000 acres should be issued as a
Crown grant for 1,000 acres in a case
where some area. had been taken out of
that lease for public purposes.

Hop. G. BAN DELL: This was simply a
departmental amendmentP

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS:
Simply departmental; and the Surveyor
General desired a decision. There was
no object in issuing a Crown grant of
1,000 acres if some of the area had been

previously taken during the time it had
been held under lease. The Crown Law
Office baod suggested this new clause.

Motion put and passed.
Preamble and title-agreed to.
Bill reported with amendments, and

the report adopted.

EXCESS BILL (1899-1900).
SECOND READING.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
0. Summers) : I desire to move the
second reading of this Bill, which pro.
vides for passing expenditure amtountiug
to £189,997 17s. 5d. It appears this is
an excess expenditure incurred in the
year 1900, and the Bill has come to us
from another place. These excesses have
been incurred, but up to the present have
not been authorised. I may quote from
the speech of the Colonial Treasurer in
another place, who said this was a matter
he knew very little about; and I may
repeat that. The money has been spent.
The Audit Department have certified to
the correctness of the amounts expended;
and it is little use saying very much
about it.

HON. G. RANDELL: Proper authority
was obtained for the whole expenditure.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS: I
believe proper authority has been ob-
tained. At any rate, it is an. Excess
Bill; and it is gratifying to know that it
is not larger. I am afraid I can say very
little about it. The Sill speaks for itself.
The items are scheduled. An Excess
Sill rewinds me of the story of the little
boy whose father took him to task for
breaking a cup. The boy in reply said,
" When the cup's broke, what's -the
good ,?' The money has been spent.

HON. R. S. HAYNES: And as Air.
Randell spent it, let him explain how.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS: I
formally move the second reading of the
Sill.

How. S. J. HAYNES ( South-East) : I
think it a scandal that such Excess Bills
as this should be brought down, and that
this House should say nothing about
them. The enornous amounts included
in Excess Bills show how misleading have
been the figures given us in the past.
[HON. R. S. HAYNES: Hear, hear.]
When such large excesses, practically a
twelvemonth old, consisting of amounts
expended without the authority of Par-
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liament, have been passed, I say the fact
reveals a scandalous state of affairs, which
should be altered. I believe the lpresent
Government have stated they will endea,-
vour to devise a method by which
the bringing down of Bills of this
nature, at any rate Excess Bills for
any large amount, may in future be
avoided. Judging by the Excess Bills
we have had, it is clear that in the
past when we were told by the Govern-
ment of the great prosperity of the State,
we were nmisled, and the public finances
were not in the satisfactory position
alleged, but were in a state that was
most unsatisfactory. And had these
figures, or an intimation that great
excesses were being incurred without the
authority of Parliament, been given to
the Legislature, I am sure that neither
this House nor another place would have
tolerated such a state of affairs.

Tix PRESIDENT: The hon. member
overlooks the fact that the Bill comes
from another place.

HoN. S. J. HAYNES:- I know that.
it cannot come from anywhere else. But
though we in this House have nothing to
do with reducing money Bills, still our
vote is required to get them through.
I say that as a member of this House,
and as a citizen of Western Australia., I
protest against Excess Bills of this class.
Undoubtedly Excess Bills cannot be
avoided to a certain extent, but we should
not have them to the degree we have
before us; and I understand-whether
rightlyv or wrongly the future will show
-that in addition to this there is another
serious Excess Bill which will have to be
pasied by this House. I have een from
a report of the proceedings in another
place that the present Government have
resolved that Excess Bills, at any rate of
this nature, should be avoided, and
although certain excesses cannot be
avoided, they certainly need not approach
any amount like this. Large sums like
this should not be expended without the
sanction of Parliament having been
obtained. The figures are exceedingly
large, amounting practically to £R200,000,
and, as I say, I believe that another
Excess Bill will come before the House
ultimately, for 1900-1901.

Tns PRESIDENT:- The hon. member can
only refer to the Bill now before the
House.

HON. S. 3. HAYNES: I desire to refer
to the Bill before the House.

THE PRESIDENT: You were reterring,
to another Bill not before the House.
The only question is the Bill before us
for the present time.

HoN. S. J. HAYNES: I do not wish
to refer to another Bill Coming before the
House, but I submit I have a right to
make that statement.

THEn PRESIDNTw: The only question
before the House is the Excess Bill for
1899-1900.

HONg. S. 3. HAYNES: I have made
my protest against that Bill, which only
brings us up to 12 months ago.

Taa PRESrDNT: That is all we have
now before the House-the Excess Bill
Of 1899-1900.

EON. S. J. HAYNES, I say that this
excess brings it up to only 12 months
ago, anad I certainly trust it will not be
repeated in the future, but from what we
hear in another place I believe this
House will be shocked hereafter by an
E~xcess Bill for the following year.

HON. R. S. HAYNES -. I do not agree
with the hon. member (Hon. 8. J.
baynes) that this House will be shocked
by any Bill that will come down here
from the Legislative Assgembly. For six
years we have been so accustomed to
these Excess Bills that we have becombe
hardened, and the only thing that would
shock us would be for a Government to
come down some year without an Excess
Bill. I was indeed pleased to find that
my hon. friend (Hon. G. iRandell) so
willingly seconded this Excess Bill, seeing
that he was one of the members respon-
sible for this expenditure. I think the
House cannot do anything but pass the
Bill, and I quite join with Mr. Haynes
(Hon. S. J. Haynes) in the hope that we
shall hear no more of these Excess Bills.
There may be occasions when excesses
are necessary, but to bring them down
as a regular thing is shocking. I have
spoken against it every time an Excess
Bill has come down, and I think Mr.
Haynes and other members have taken
the same stand. Still I think we should
do nothing now beyond expressing our
protest, and we had better bury this Bill
with the remains of the late Government
and put over it a notice, "1To be avoided
in future."

[COUNCIL.] Second reading.
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How. C. A. PIESSE (South-East): I
think the Minister for Lands said very
little in introducing this measure. We
axe told that we should bury the Bill, but
if we bury a thing it must be objectionable.
If members will look the Bill through,
they will find X8,331 in connection with
our military unit sent to South Africa.
Can you show me an y members who were
not ready to agree to; the sending of that
unit ?

BON. R. S. HAYNES: YOU Will all
blush with shame before it is over.

HON. 0. A. PIESSE: All members
agreed to the course adopted. Here is a
very large amount, and you speak of this
Excess Bill as if it were something that
should be buried; as though the sooner
you bury it the better. But you shared
in all the glory. Take another item on
page 14,.93,990 14s. for survey of ]Wpes,
areas, etc.

HON. R. S. HAYNES: Railway expense,
£63,000.

HON. C. A. PIESSE: Did the Goveru-
ment anticipate that they would have to
spend about £24,000 in surveys?' We
are, I say, told to bury this thing out of
the way-get rid of it as soon as we can.
You will find that as long as there is a
House or Government in existence, and
as long as we progress in this State as we
have done, we shall have Excess Bills,
and they will be as big as hitherto. All
I hope is that they will be as satisfactory.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (in
reply): The hon. member (Hon. 0. A.
Fiesse) has remarked that I did not
say very much about this measure. I
did not desire to say much. It may
shock members tb know that there will
be another Excess Bill for half-a-million
before this session is over, and knowing
that, I did not desire to say very much.
I did not want to blame, and I could not
praise.

Question put anid passed.
Bill read a second time.

IN COMMITTEE.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

ASSENT TO BrLL.
Message from the Governor received

and read, assenting to the Customs Duties
(Reimposition) Bill.

ADSJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 13 minutes

past nine o'clock, until the next Tuesday.

J±giulafibt stmhu
Wednesday, 9th October, 1901.

Papers presented-.Question: Leonora Rsailwaj Con.
atruction, Particuiams-Question: Cue- N.Vine
Railwvay. Partienlsn-Quetion -Cooligadie Gold.
fields Water Schoee. Joint Rings -Questions:

Coogadi .KegorleCost - uetion: Cool.
are Goldfields Water Scheme. Pipes-Qestion.

Kaloorie aiwayfluliatin, ~ot-{Jestion:;
Nortliam-ioomalling Ralay-Qnestiou; Boulder
Railw"ay Duplication, Cost, etc.-Questions (2):
Railway Administration, G. W. Davies =riY;
thereas withdrawn, how- caion: 3A dene
public School--Question: Lunatic Asylum. to
improve-Question; Advertising by Government In

Sundy Nespaprs-Qestion: Electoral Eons.
EuaonBoards-Pu bi Notaries Bill, Select

Committee.9 Reprt-Papers ordered: Inqeat
(Menziee), Evidenes-Paer ordered: Raiwy
Administration, G. W. Nvies Inquir-Retur
ordered, Railwa Workshops Construction, par-
ticulars-Mtotion, Kurraiwnig Wood Syndieata and
3. Davies Inquiry-Assenit to BUIl-Amnial Eati-
mate.'Ps acat ttmntSmayuidcii
(Married Women) Bill, Sirstreading-Adjournment.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4830
o'clock, p.m.

PRAYERS.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the PREMIER: I, Coat of losses

through deaths of animals and birds in
Zoological Gardens, return to Order,
2nd September; 2, Report of the Accli-
matisation and Zoological Gardens Com-
mittee for 1!100-1 ; 3, Reports by the
Chief Inspector of Stock, the Director of
the Zoological Gardens, and others on the
condition of animals in the Zoological
Gardens; 4, Minultes Of Evidence taken
by the Board appointed to inqiiire into
the charges preferred against Mr. G. W.
Davies.

Ordered to lie on the table.


